
 

 

 

ROTARY CELEBRATES EMERGENCY SERVICES PERSONNEL   

 
NOMINATE NOW 
 

 
As the Chair and founder of these Awards, we are providing this update for all at this time.  Our Steering and Agency 
Representatives Committees both agree we will hold an Awards Ceremony this year.  We are keeping our options open, however, 
being positive, we have tentatively booked 30 October for the NSW Awards to be held at Bankstown Sports Club.  We will keep 
you updated as we progress towards that date and the post COVID19 lockdown requirements are gradually lifted. 
 
We are sharing the following to at this time to highlight the importance of these Awards, where, when, and how they began and 
why it is so important for us to continue with our mission to recognize our officers in paid capacity and volunteers in each of the 
seven (7) Emergency Services Agencies recognized by the NSW Government plus to recognize our young volunteers between the 
ages of 18-25 years of age through our Ministerial Scholarship by reaching out to our communities across NSW calling for 
nominations.  Further details of our ongoing purpose and outcomes to date are contained in the message below. 
 
From Pilot to National Awards with Vice Regal Patronage from day 1, has been our purpose and we are very proud to share this 
information at this time. https://nsw.rescawards.org.au/messages-from-our-chairperson-vice‐regal-patron-and-ambassador/ and 
https://www.facebook.com/RotaryESCawards/ 
 
Rotary District in NSW and ACT are reaching out to communities across NSW and ACT to nominate their unsung heroes in their 
communities who worked so tirelessly from August 2019 to the COVID19 pandemic. 
 
In August 2019 communities across NSW were impacted by a devastating drought and were impacted by the most unprecedented 
and horrific fire season in this Country’s history.   
 
Over the Christmas/New Year period when families are traditionally together celebrating the Festive Season, instead this year, the 
State was on fire with the homes of families, in relatives, friends, neighbors’ and businesses were stretched  to their limits with 
communities coming together fighting to save lives and property, with no end in sight, continuing into February, when down came 
the rain, quenching the fires in communities where it was most needed, resulting in flooding. 
 
In early March, COVID19 saw all communities going into isolation to right this virulent and deadly virus. 
 
During this period, Paid Officers and Volunteers in NSW’s seven Emergency Services Agencies led by Rural Fire Service support by 
Fire and Rescue NSW, NSW State Emergency Service, NSW Ambulance, NSW Volunteer Rescue Association, Marine Rescue NSW 
and Surf Life Saving NSW worked tirelessly, as one team stretched to their limits to protect and save our State from total disaster.  
They worked alongside members from ACT’s four Emergency Services Agencies, ACT Ambulance, ACT Fire & Rescue, ACT Rural 
Fire Service and ACT SES. 
 
Each year, the Rotary Districts across NSW and ACT call for nominations from all communities to recognize and nominate officers 
from each of these Agencies for their “Service Above Self”.  Rotary adopted this motto in 1989 when it combined its earlier mottos 
- Service, not Self and He Profits Most Who Serves Best. 
 
Rotary established its recognition of the NSWs Emergency Services Agencies 10 years ago – fondly known as RESCA - when a group 
of Clubs in the Illawarra piloted the first awards event.  Six years ago, building of the success of the Illawarra initiative, the project 
was moved out State-wide and is now in its sixth year. 
 
In 2018, NSW invited ACT to join them at their Awards ceremony.  In 2019, ACT initiated their own Awards program.  On 12 
October 2019, the Two winners – Officer in Paid Capacity and Officer in Volunteer capacity for each of ACT and NSW, were judged 
and presented for the first National Awards – branded AUSRESCA - to the Awards Patrons His Excellency General the Honorable 
David Hurley AC DSC (Retd) and Her Excellency Linda Hurley in the grounds of Government House on Open Day, 12 October 2019.    
 
Vice Regal Patronage has been supported since the Awards inception in the Illawarra to the current National level. 
 
In 2018, The Minister for Emergency Services, the Hon Troy Grant announced a perpetual Scholarship in honour of RESCAs founder, 
Dorothy Hennessy, to recognise young Volunteers between the age of 18-25 years of age serving in the NSW Agencies. 
 
The Awards began with three goals:  
▪ To become a National Awards;  
▪ Funds raised be used to initiate an Australian Rotary Health PhD Research Scholarship into PTSD – Post Traumatic Stress 

Disorder or similar for officers serving in these Agencies.  The first Scholar has been chosen and is into the second year of her 
scholarship.  We are in the process of organizing another scholarship. 

https://nsw.rescawards.org.au/messages-from-our-chairperson-vice‐regal-patron-and-ambassador/


▪ To fund a Rotary Vocational Training Team of Emergency Services Personnel competitively selected from each of the Agencies 
recognized in the Awards to travel to a developing country in the Asia-Pacific to conduct Disaster Preparedness Training.  In 
August 2017, a team from Australia went to Vanuatu to conduct RESCAs first VTT project which has now been completed.  
Another project is being developed. 

 
 
2019 winners are shared here https://nsw.rescawards.org.au/winners/2019-winners/ 
 
A CALL TO ACTION - Nominations close on 31 May 2020.  We are asking each and every person to identify an officer in any one of 
these Agencies who has touched his/her life during a most challenging time in this Country’s history. 
 
ACT NOW – NOMINATE ON LINE - www.rescawards.org.au  For further information about this project contact Dorothy Hennessy 
OAM, on 0412 120 314 or dothennessy@gmail.com 
 

Dorothy L Hennessy OAM 
Chair, NSW Emergency Services Community Awards 
Deputy National Emergency Service Community 
Awards. 

Steve P Hill 
Chair, ACT and  

National Emergency Services Community Awards 
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